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CCEI1220P1: Informal Assessment: Observations: A Practical Application Course  

Handout 

Welcome to CCEI1220P1 

In this practical application course, participants will observe a child in the classroom setting and create 
a brief narrative summary. Successful completion of the observation activities and short-answer 
essays is required. 

Objectives: 

By reviewing the information in this course, completing the observations, and successfully responding 
to assessment questions, participants will meet the following objectives:  

 Conduct an observation of an infant or toddler 

 Conduct an observation of a preschooler 

 Create a narrative summary of an observation 
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Use the space below to record notes from the course. 
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Observation as a Form of Assessment 

You can combine systematic observations with other assessment methods to paint a complete picture 

for families and other staff members to understand: 

   

  

   

  

   

  

   

  

  

You will want to observe and record how children's behaviors reflect their progress in each 

developmental domain. Observe how children: 

  

1. 

  

  

2. 

  

  

3. 

  

  

4. 

  

  

5. 
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Additional Notes: 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

Observation Activities 

It is time for the observation portion of the course. Follow the directions for each of the 
observation activities below. Draft your answers in the space provided, on a separate sheet 
of paper, or on a personal computer. Then, log back into the course, click "Submit 
Answers," and submit your final answer for each activity. You will receive feedback from a 
CCEI Education Coach within two business days. 

3 of 5



 

4 

 

Activity 1: 

Select an infant or toddler that you can observe. Observe the child for five minutes over three 
successive days. Take notes as you observe: What activity is the child involved in? Is the child highly 
engaged and interested in what s/he is doing? Is the child interacting with others? Share your 
observations regarding what is occurring. What behavioral changes do you notice during the 
observation time? Remember to use an objective viewpoint for each entry and avoid interpreting or 
speculating on why things occurred. (Use a separate sheet of paper for observation notes during the 
three observation periods.) 

  

Essay 1: Using your notes from your infant/toddler observations, write a brief summary of those 
observations and describe the importance of what you have learned.  
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Activity 2: 

Select a preschool-age child that you can observe. Observe the child for five minutes over three 
successive days. What activity is the child involved in? Is the child highly engaged and interested in 
what s/he is doing? Is the child interacting with others? Share your observations regarding what is 
occurring. What behavioral changes do you notice during the observation time? Remember to use an 
objective viewpoint for each entry and avoid interpreting or speculating on why things occurred. (Use 
a separate sheet of paper for observation notes during the three observation periods.) 

  

Essay 2: Using your notes from your preschool observations, write a brief summary of those 
observations and describe the importance of what you have learned. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 When you have completed the exercises on this handout, you can log back into the course and submit 
your final written answers for review. 
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